More than 20 teachers from Miami u:a:versntv s Earth Expedltmns Jmned together at
the Cheetah Conservation Fund o leam ahout Namibian emnronmental educatmn .
and Nam:blan culture durmg a week Iong fearner-centered trammg cuurse '
Lsn{rzbuted photo ; R :
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students, professors travel
to Namibia to save wildlife

Wtiami Um\rerSIty

partemshlp program
offers real-world
expenence. :

By Ehzabeth Hagedom
Contrlbutmg erter

Whlle most students and

professors hieaded Back ta -,

Oxford in August, those -

¢ participating in the Miami~

Univeisity’s Earth Expe- -
ditions program traveled:

to Namibia to work with ...~

the Cheetah Conservation:’
i Fund,

: Le1gh Welpton, '
a 2005 Talawnnd'l High
School graduate, has beex -

working with the Chee-

tah Conservation Fund in ™
Namibia since’ ‘graduats: -
ing from UC Berkeley in- -

) Dece_mb'er_ 2008, Welpton

is the executive assistant to
Dr. Laurie Marker on the
‘conservation, '
“Namibia isa beaut1fu[
country with some truly
amazing people and wild- -
life,” Welpton said. “Aldo,
Tm able to be iavolved in

1ntegmted conservation
efforts working with rele-
vant stakeholders and orga-
nizations.”

Welpton's activities in
Namibia include: coordi- -
nating and implementing.”

research, conservation; and ard
with freld partnerships and

education progeams, man- .
aging the volunteer pro-
gram and ecotourism bust--
ness, aiding in animal hus-
bandry and training, and

: heIpmgw:th dally opera- -

tlons. " /o

Welpton has also
been coordinating anc
implementing two-week:
and month-long interna- " -
tional training courses on -
integrated-livestock, -

or management,
. and cheetah.
. conserva- -
tion biok
- ouy:

S Accord-
ing to Chee-

.- tah Conserva- . -

tion Fund, this was

ed, with lessons revolving .
avound learner-centered.:
education teaining meth-
ods and ‘commuinity-based:
learning for the benefit of -
ecological communities:

* Dauring the comrse, the - -

participants observed sev--

eral of Cheetah Conserva-~

tion Fund’s orphan chee- :..°

tahs and watched them in
their daily exercise. @

‘The Cheetah Conserva- -
tion Fund is just one part- -
nesship option through ' -
Miami's Earth E:\pedltions
progam,

: w:Idhfe, and precla— .

. the sixth year that this;
: coume has been conduet-: -

Chrls Myers, & profes-
sor in the Miami's Zoology
Department and his wife
Lynne Myers, co-director

" of Project Deagonfly; stast-

ed Earth Expeditions with
the Cincinnati Zoo and -
Botanical Gardens in 2004

courses in three countries.
In 2010, Earth Expedi-.
tions is offeung 16 sechnn
in 10 countries.
“Lynne and Isawon:

" opportunity to create an

exciting global program:
from Miami,” Chris Myers
said, “We believe there are
hetter alternatives to the
traditional practice of fosc-
ing students into class-
rooms year after year: -
with too little opportuni-
ty to engage.in real world

Accordmg to Myers, pro
gram participants join wit!
feading held scientists,
edueators, and community
lerders worldwide.

The participants can .
work with Laurie M’ll‘l(-
er on. the chéetali conser:
vation ifi Namibid, Damd

. Western and Maasai lead-

ers'in Kenys, and Phia Pai
son Visalo, a tenowned -

~“green monk,” in Thailand

Earth lepedatmns alsy

. works hand in hand with

the Cincinnati Zoo and, -
Botanical Gardens, " *
" “We had contacts with

- conservation oiganiza-?
: tions in the.country, and:
- we offér a place that is ver

much cornected {0 animmal
in those places,” said Dan

" Marsh, Director of Educa-

tion at the Cincinnati Zoo.
“It is a site where informal
and formal educators can
meet to see exaimples of
how we conserve those an:
mals in the wild.”

Marsh said the pro-

' gram is the only one like

it in the country; One of
the program’s goalsis to

keep growing o reach’a

national audiencé by con-
necting with other zoos
and aqmriums dcross the
country: et

To learn more or
to get involved with: -
Farth Expeditions, visit
EarthExpeditions.org:

The 2010 cotrse sites:
inclucle Amazon; Baja, .
Belize, Borneo, Costa Ric
Kenya, Mongolia; Namibiz
Thailand and Trmldad

6 fesrn more about -
the Cheetah Conservation
Fund, visit cheetah.org.



