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" horses are considered to be ote.
of the only true wild horses left
in the world and there are only
208  left in existence,
Montgomery said.

“They have a different num-
ber of chromosomes,” she said.

“They are more closely related:

. to zebras (than to horses.)”

;A van full of the group .
helped. the Mongolian herders,"
on motorcycle, herd the Takhi .

- horses.. Montgomery cites, this

1 as’one.of the most memorable-

; expemences of the trip.-

i Montgomery said the most
challengmg aspect of the. trip
were' the: phys:caily gruehng

‘days: Oftentlmes, the group’

~owork at 5 am. 7 am. and did
not stop until 1W0pm,
YRS was physwally dram-
;mg, ? she said.’

g er. dunng the enture 10: _days'

there were"

teachers.  from
Fayetteville, Columbus and
Cleveland, as well. There were
also two professors on the trip
- one from the Cincinnati Zoo
and one from Miami
University,

She is one of 150 educators
who were accepted into the
fiest year of the. GFP. As part of

the’ program,. these educators
Zwill engage . in. conservation
swork.in the; field in: conntries

across. the, globe - studying
cheetahs in Namlbra, observe
tag leatherback séa turtles in
Trinidad, study howler mon-
keys in Belize, explore - the
gainforeést - in. Costa Rica,
research “marine and  land
ecosystems in Baja and study-
ing the relationships between

- the lacal wildlife and Maasm
Montgomery also adrmts '
éshe had to overcome. her: ger-:'-
gmophobla while on the trip - as.
the_group only: took one show-"

people of Kenya

The. GFP master’s degree
program’ is based on the. suc-
cessful Eaﬂh Expednt:ons pro-
gram ; through Project

- Dragontly. and the Ciné¢innati

: '_Mongohan § ger -

' _f'moblle tent. It is: Mongohanf
f_custom to share your best oodj

_host 3 "as passinig around

.,,dltlonal Mongoilan yogurt 0

: " Mongolia was the first of three
- trips. that-she will take through
_the program.. She will also
_complete online coursework

-her guests;:

“She served it out wuh et

" bestbowl and one.’ ‘spoon;”

- ;Montgomery said. “T was. like'
fifth to get it, but I ate it. If you -

' don’t eat (what you offer) they
got.really offended. T got over

my fear very quickly”: : |

. : Montgomery: wasn’t: the
- only’ educator’ from . Ohio’ -

Zooand Botanical Gardens

Since _ its_inception in 2004

Earth' Expeditions has given
more. than 750 educators from

43 statcs ‘and séveral counties

the opportumty to engage first-

_hand in: scaent:ﬁc Tesearch at
. conservation areas around the

globe.” .
Montgomery s frek through

during  the’ school year, after
which she will have earned her
miaster’s degree in zoology.

She hopes to teach a course
at MTHS in zoology once she
obtains her degree.



