Lessons leamed out of Africa
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ing, so they can implement it in
their classrooms,

Part of the hormework for the
teachers was to work with their
students to develop a project
:But this is exactly where Sue .

Hiinnia, Roger O. Barror Middle which included a_comparative

School - health . teacher-.and - question. that- “would  be
Elizabethi Marsh, “a_Clinton-  * answered through research and
Massie High- School - biology - experinents.

aind social stdies tedchér, fonnd -~ . Each teacher o the' mp wnll

' themselves this past sumimer,
‘Marsh : and - Hanna, along
ith- 217 other U.S. teachers,._
traveled to'the southwest Africa’ -

beeii ‘established, ;

Hanfia and -her’ studeénts ‘are
2 'and ingiiry-based learning. .
“The focus was studyirig the -
: cheetahs'specif ically,-but it's 50
‘mugh fiore than that, it’s help-
ing teachers leam to téach with' .
‘more | inquiry-bised - leaming; -
having: kids involved. in - their
own leammg. having them ask
quesuons, and liaving them fig
ure ot witat they want to !eam
Hanna sald : a

to-develop ‘a walking
~will connect- the ‘midd

: sehool

zens homé on: Nelson A .
The - idea’ came naturally after
-discussioris - ab i : Comintinity,

tarding-on top.of & hut scanning the area. This was a sight Stie.Hanna and. Ehzabeih
Marsh saw each morning while staying at'the Chéstah’ Conservafiori Fund. inNami nty
teachers Sue Hannd (left) and EliZabeth Marsh visited- Neribia this past sUmimar to gair é;
munity-baséd-corisetvation‘and in learning.: They ere i

the United States who made the tr

have plzms fo'c
"~ They also hive. writte
Am

“Project: Dr. gonfiy ‘anid Earth
Expedltlons, a".collaboration :
tween Miarrii University and .-
'The Cincinnati' Zoo. The . goal
s 1% ﬂet 4 Tiew perspec &of.

rack or brick.” Hanna said

- -Hanna- has on[y begun o
iesh - . nes§ back to Stadents that it’s a
“higy world out'thiere, and they
- canybe 8 part of it shie said “It

wenring ' ‘the
clothes Toi 10 dayé -of eaiip:

~using . inquiry-based learing, . -

be working 4 projéct and shar-
ing the ideas, stories, sticcesses
and failures with éach oibler; and -
with ihie reseatchiers in Nmmb:a., i
through the networlung that 11'15 :

| working with the VISTA voluit.
teers from Wilmingion College, . -

and the Cape My séniof citi~ -
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then 1 can incorporate it in
more everyday teaching.” she
said, “I want to get this big
project to work and then I can
do more.”
. Marsh's students are’ dmug
o’ project -on. recyéling. The
debate becanie whether people
in . the.. city,. .such _ as
Wilmington, ‘or. people” in thie
coutitry, such as most Clinton-
Massie families; recycle more. -
Theyaré ‘currently” beginning
research and gathéring data. ..
. Hanga has been teaching

“for. 24 years, She bégan with® -
‘sixth grade sciente, and is now -
'_teachind all: grade levels of
middle-school- health:  She -

heard abiout’ the trip throagh a
friend, . 'and was . eager to

-bBecome involved.-.

“1 love advcntureé, it’s fun,
anid 1 Jove Iearmng new thmgs v

It makes’ llfe more mterestmg
- she said. .

Not many tedchiers ein say

- thiéy spent 10 days in Africa |

watchmg cheetah. behavior, or -

- greating a network of relation-
- ships- wnh peopfe a:ound the
: worid :

I-lanna is thunkful and exc1t- :

ed she.. had "this~ opportumity.

She hopes her students recog-
nize how important it was, and

", will continue 1o bé to her.

“ft's wonderful for teachers
10 trivél, and bring ihat aware-

doesi't need to' be to- Affica,
bt to Mexito; just step outside

_; our comfort zones™

ing outsn:!e in temperatures in
the 30s. ..
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