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A global conservation and
education program has selected
Valley City State University
professor Don Hoff to study in
Namibia, Africa, and he will
leave July 29.

“l feel more effective and
enthused as a teacher if Ive
been through what I’m trying to
teach,” says Hoff, who teaches
geology. “You get more of a true
feel of what’s going on than you
would as a pure tourist.”

Hoff will research how the
geology, topography and clima-
tology of Etosha National Park

_called Project

have influenced
plant and ani-
mal life through ||
a program

Dragonfly. The
patk is in the
northern region
of the south Af-
rican nation. _

He will also spend time at the
Cheetah Conservation- Fund’s
International Research and Edu-
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cation Centre- near the town of -

Otjlwaronoo

Hoff is one of 21 people na--
tionwide who will go to Namib--

ia, each of whom has an educa—
tion background. :

. “We need to find-out about
what we have so we can pre-
‘serve it,” :
scary about conservation is un-
less we do something within 10
- to 20 years, nonhumans won’t
“have a chance.”:

Hoff says. “What’s

- Group. members w111 spend

 their- night liours sharing*what
“they learned during . the day. -
‘Research will - “continue afier;
“the group returns Aug. 10. Hoff
-must finishhis rescarch onlme
"_by thid-Decémber. s
- Jamie Anzano, Project’ Drac-
onﬁy s director of commumca—f
tion, said ‘the rescarch will not .
- be-available. to ‘the public but
~cal situation they couldn’t assure

= pamcipants may choose t ) prc

ent at a conference at the Cin-

“cinnati Zoo. ..
' Hoff will spend about $4,000

for -seven - graduate credits

‘through Miami (Ohio) Univer-
“sity and for airfare. He doesn’t

need the credits but said they are
a requirement and will keep him
in the leaming process.

“I ¢ouldn’t pay for what I’'m
getting,” he says, “but I wouldn’t
have done this if I wasn’t em-

- ployed at the university.”
- "Project Dragontly offers eight

other trips, including Hoff’s first

‘choice - studying ecology in
‘Thailand from 2 Bhuddist per-
: spectlve “Because of the politi-

wed have safe travel,” he says.

Hoff has stadied and ‘taught
in Morocco, Costa Rica and the
Marshall Islands, among other
places, and looks forward to re-
turning to the African savanna.

Joseph Stickler, VCSU sci-
ence professor,- said faculty in
the department have a reputa-
tion for being world travelers.
Several professors have made
trips such as Hoff"s, he says.

“Studying abroad is a good
feaming environment and an ¢d-
ucation you don’t rebel against
because you have to leam to sur-
vive,” Stickler said.




